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INTRODUCTION 

1. Death is a source of comfort 

 From Imam Ali’s (AS) point of view the world for infidels is heaven and for 

the believers is prison and the world is an event field where the believer, by 

his/her effort and practice will receive a gift, named death and a reward named 

Paradise 1. 

Death leads the infidels to Hell, but for the believers it is a source of comfort 

and convenience and gifts and the best gift and the best medicine 1. 

Imam in other words, by likening death to sleep, believes that as one is 

relieved of suffering when sleeping, comfort and convenience come on the track 

of the death 1. 

Death is not only a source of comfort and convenience for the believers, but 

also leads to the atheist comfort. This means that the atheist’s death that makes 

his life shorter, leads him to commit less sin and crime 1. 

Maybe that's why the death of one person can make others envy him (or he 

envies himself after death that I wish I could do better in the world and I had 

used my opportunities), If the person has traveled the world in the right direction. 

And the death of one person can make him filled with remorse, if he has not 
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traveled the world in the right direction 1. 

 

2. Life duration (death) is a shield 

Imam (AS) considers the life duration of everyone as firm shield and fortress 

that retain and hold him in the world 1. 

It is clear that with the death coming, the firm fortress collapses. So every 

man's life duration is his precious time and deadline that must be used to the 

utmost to take provisions for afterlife before the end of this opportunity. 

 

3. Death is losing! 

Imam Ali’s (as) viewpoint in this regard can be expressed in several points: 

 

3.1. Death is losing life opportunities  

Human has plenty of opportunities during his life. Making use of these 

opportunities, he can influence the universe and humankind positively. But these 

precious opportunities are missed as the death come to the human. 

 

3.2. Passing moments of life destroy human life (ibid 386) and the man 

is dying every moment of life and he steps towards the death . 

In fact, human beings die or are dying as they live! And moments of life are 

death components1!  

Human story is the story of a passenger who passes the road so fast that it 

seems he has completed the road and has reached the destination2!  

Ibn Abi al-Hadid has described these words as follows: 

In this position, his words are the same as his other quotation that: (Your 

situation regard to the death in this world) is like the fact that you are not in the 

world, rather you were always in afterlife. How close and how fast it is. Here it can 

be interpreted that: While they have not passed the way, seems to have passed it, 

and while they have not reached the end of life, actually have reached it. Since a 

moment of one's life is running out, and he is entering another moment, he 

thought he is in the previous state, while he has arrived the next moment. Imam 

Ali (AS) in other words, introduced night and day (symbol of time, change and 

transformation) as the factors that drive the hidden death and this is the constant 

presence of death in every moment of life. 

It appears that Rumi’s words are also derived from these words of Imam Ali 

(AS). 

Rumi believes that every moment the man is in agony. He likens human life 

to a gold bag and the day and night to counters and actually devastators of gold 

coins. By counting and munificence of the coins, eventually the empty bag will 

remain 3. 

Anqaravi considers the verse (This long time of sharp manufacture 

makes marvelous speed of the manufacture) as referring to Ayah 77 of Nahl 

Surah: 

Doomsday time (in terms of speed and ease) is as a blink or closer. 
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And Ayah 46 of Naziat Surah: 

As that day appears to the people, it seems that the world's life was not over 

an evening to morning or a day to night 3. 

 Also, about Prophet (PBUH) that said: “The world is not more than an hour”, 

it is stated that: 

This is derived from the true meaning of the Ayah 15 of Qaaf Surah: "The 

deniers who are in ignorance have suspicion and doubt of your creation". So 

everyone from individuals of the existence is constantly in creation, destruction, 

mortality and survival. Prophet (PBUH) has said: al-Donya SA ah, to express this 

point. If the world time is an hour, the life of a human from that hour is a 

moment. The most is that this amazingly quick moment is shown prolonged by 

God4.  

And as Sohrab quote: 

Death is flowing in the mind of the locust 

Death sits on the good weather of the thought  

Death speaks about the morning to the essence of the village night 

Death comes in mouth with a bunch of grapes  

Death sings in the red larynx of the throat 

Death is responsible for the beauty of the Shappi feather 

Sometimes the death is picking basil 

Sometimes it is sitting in the shade watching us 

And we all know 

The pleasure’s lungs are full of death oxygen5!  

 

3.3. Imam Ali’s (AS) statements about the relationship between death 

and wish is interesting . 

Death in the viewpoint of Imam is snapper and admirer of world wishes and 

despite being overwhelmed by the wishes, the man consigns the death into 

oblivion, these wishes make his death closer 1. It may mean that the man 

drowning in the endless pleasures forgets the passing of life and suddenly 

engages into the clutches of death. 

This seems to be the fundamental difference between the viewpoint of 

death contemplators as Imam Ali (AS) and the viewpoint of the world 

contemplators and death contemplation negators, those who try to bring 

sweetness to humans, according to their opinions, by forgetting the death matter 

and making this issue forgotten through addressing worldly affairs and arouse 

the people's wishes. 

Imam, in other words, knows the death as wish reaper (ibid 681), the 

moments as kidnappers of the man’s life (ibid 750), the death as wish plague (ibid 

3961), the death as the end of wishes (the 6282) and the deceptions of desires as 

the liquidator of deadlines and opportunities and death desirous 1. 

 

3.4. Death is pleasure ravager, makes joy bitterness and is dispersion 

desirous 1, 6. 
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Death disperses the population, banishes the wishes and announces the 

separation and distress 1. 

By the presence of death the joys break up, dreams go far away and 

communities are scattered . 

Death lasso ties man's hands and feet and makes him powerless to do 

anything. Death weapon targets the human, would end his life 1. 

In a word, death disturbs all life programs of human. 

Usually people do not used to meet one who do not like or welcome an 

unpopular person. But unlike the human desire the unpopular death meets the 

human. Death is an accompanier who always dominates the man and never fails, 

and despite all its hatred towards humans, it never is reprimanded 2 . 

 

4. Death presence is sudden ! 

Death comes suddenly and will surprise the man 1. 

Even though death is the most hidden matters, Imam Ali (AS) knows it as the 

truth that more than any other facts deserve to be waited for by humans 

(meaning that death and death coming is hidden and sudden and one should 

wait for its coming any minute) . 

And it is also the closest fact that refers to humans 1 . 

And there is no end closer than the death to humans 1 . 

 

5. Death is the gateway to the afterlife  

Some interpretations of the Imam (as) in this regard include: 

Death is abandoning the mortal home (the world) and moving up to the rest 

house (afterlife) 1. 

The world and life end is death and destruction, and the hereafter end is to 

survive and stay 1. 

By death the world ends 2. 

Death is the gateway to the afterlife 1. 

Death is the first justice of the hereafter 1. 

 

6. Death is wishes disgracer! 

The wish in the mortal world will have no opponent, so it flaunts as it can 

and offers its worthless face in a glaze and tone of value to those who are 

desirous. 

But the death by entering into human life, calls the wish bluff, reveals his 

worthless face.... 1. 

Perhaps that is why Imam Ali (AS) considers the death as the most veracious 

truth (ibid 7811) and perhaps that is why the condolences pages is the most 

truthful pages of newspapers and the most lying news are advertising news 

which awakens the desire in humans ! 

 

7. Coping with Death ! 
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Imam (AS) believes that cruelty causes premature death and in return 

keeping bonds of relationship and emotional connection with relatives lead to 

prolong life and are in fact evasions of premature death. He also introduces  

In contrast, the rich people who are severely attached to the world and 

worldly affairs and fear death because the death throws separation between 

them and the world, do everything to get rid of the death . 

Imam Ali (AS) has shown this barren remedy seeking of rich mammonist in 

fine words : 

If the death was purchasable, the rich people have bought it! 1 

 

8. Death reality is unknowable ! 

8.1. Although Imam describes death to qualities, but at the end he 

considers the death reality unknowable and says: 

When death enters a house do you feel it? And when the death gets 

someone’s life, can you see it? Do you understand how it takes the soul of the 

fetus in the mother's womb? Do you think the death enters through a member of 

his body? Or the death is living in his internal parts2?  

Imam (AS), in other words, talks about his effort and quest to discover the 

truth of the death, but he thinks that his efforts obtained no results: 

How many days I inquired into the hidden truth of the death but God did 

not want me to take the truth, lo! Death is a hidden knowledge (and no man is 

able to discover it!) 2. 

Ibn Abi al-Hadid described these words of Imam (AS) believes that Imam 

Efforts are to know the quality, time and place of his death, but he has not been 

achieved to figure it out7!  

        But in my opinion, such an interpretation does not seem right because 

there is no reason Imam following the discovery of such a problem! And such an 

interpretation is not understood from the appearance of Imam's words. In 

contrast it proves that Imam seeks to discover the truth and nature of the death 

and not his death2!  

And such believe makes Imam an ultra-death contemplator man, so that he 

sought to find out the truth and nature of the death. 

In his Hekmat 82, Imam considers the concealment of every human’s life 

duration as one of God's graces to the man that makes up his life regulatory. If 

the man knew when he dies, his life has become bitter and his life system has 

broken down. 

 

DEATH CONTEMPLATION EFFECTS 

From Imam Ali’s (AS) point of view one of God's graces to the man is the 

concealment of their lives quantity. This concealment is a great blessing upon the 

man, because the man’s knowledge about his life quantity causes him mind 

occupation and leads to fear death and keeps him away of the reclamation of 

land and, therefore, the world system will be revoked 2,6. 
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Rumi's point of view in Mathnawi may be derived from the words of Imam 

Ali (AS  : )  

O’ Dear, Standing in this world is negligence  

Consciousness in this world is calamity  

Consciousness is for the other world and as  

It becomes dominant; this world will be inferior 3. 

Imam Ali (AS), in other words, emphasizes on the same point : 

If all people of the world were sane (and worked for the Hereafter) the world 

would destroy 1 . 

Another God's grace upon us is that we can learn lesson through being 

aware of the predecessors’ events, by which from Dar al Ghorur and perish 

Mahavi we are brought to eternal happiness. 

In other words, God gave the predecessors life and life opportunities, but 

instead of exploiting opportunities and taking provision for the Hereafter, they 

were entertained by hopes and dreams and heedless of the Hereafter. They did 

not pay attention to the fact that the end of youth is senility, the end of ability is 

inability, the end of health is illness and the end of life is death. 

God was gracious to us that gave birth to us after them to learn lesson from 

their events and to organize our lives in another way (Hekmat 80, Ibn Meitham 

Explanation 337/2 and Ibn Abi al-Hadid Explanation 271/6) and take advice from 

predecessors’ lives before posterity will take advice from our lives1! 

 

And Rumi says: 

So we thank him for he gave birth to us in the world 

Following the predecessors3 

Anqaravi in describing these verses and stating why the Prophet (PBUH) 

called his nation as Marhumah nation has written as following: 

The veracious prophet and our truthful prophet in his speech called us 

Marhumah nation. That this nation is the Marhumah nation of Muhammad 

(PBUH) refers to the fact that it has emerged after all the Salefah nations and the 

present nation has learned lesson from the predecessors’ events and God by 

showing fury to the predecessors, has deterred the last nation 4,8. 

Definitely the most important lessons that can be learned of Imam Ali’s (AS) 

thoughts about the death are lesson learning and being in preparation for death. 

The lesson learning can be expressed in Explanation in the following: 

 

1. Reviewing the beliefs and practices 

From Imam’s point of view a death contemplator man is waiting for death, 

and this waiting leads him to hasten the good work 1, 2. 

Apparently thinking of near presence of death causes the human to come to 

believe that there is not much time for good practice and soon by the death 

presence must go to the eternal world and should be accountable for missed 

opportunities. Therefore, he should make the maximum effort to do properly in 

little available chance. 
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So, death contemplator turns to good deeds, for the Day of Reckoning, on 

the day of practice in which his deeds benefit him and before the death presence, 

practices and avoids doing evil to people and does something for himself before 

the hard date 1. 

Death contemplator in his worldly life sees that the tongues are open, 

bodies are healthy, body members are soft (and optional), turning back (from 

wrong actions) is possible and practice arena is vast, before time decaying and 

death reaching, he turns to practice and deems the death necessary and definite 

for himself and does not stay and wait for the death arrival 1, 2. Through good 

deeds, he purchases the Hereafter and good consequence that are eternal affairs 

and in contrast pays for the world and the world mortal affairs 2. 

As the mankind lives in the world and life wideness and as his deeds letter is 

open (and can add or reduce any of the content he wants, in contrast to the 

Hereafter where the letter is closed) and his repentance will be accepted, and he 

is given hope, he achieves results from himself for himself, from life for death 

and from nonentity for eternality 2. 

Imam Ali (AS) believes that the most desirous people are the least death 

reminders and are those who do evil deeds the most. Therefore, those who 

remember death more are endowed with good and decent deeds more 1. That's 

why scientists with no good deeds are the most regretful people in death time 1. 

And that's why death contemplator has pure and good intentions, his 

concupiscence becomes obedient, he is well mannered, and avoids the verbosity 

and turns to charity 2. 

 

2. Turning to contentment 

From Imam Ali’s (AS) point of view one of the most important effects of 

death contemplation is contentment. 

A death contemplator man contents and satisfies himself with the 

sustenance that Lord has given him and in another sense, he is pleased with God 
2!  

Since those who are endowed with long dreams, are unaware of the death 

and death contemplators are endowed with practice for Day of Reckoning. 

Therefore, those who are endowed with long dreams are not endowed with 

practice for Day of Reckoning 2. That’s why the highest satiety is giving up the 

wishes and being endowed with contentment 2. 

Death contemplation makes the world means degraded and worthless for 

the mankind and leads to have little willingness to the world 1. The world affairs 

would have been easy for him and he takes the world issues easy and is 

moderate at his requests 1. 

As the death contemplator sees death near and present, the world 

sweetness becomes bitter for him his dreams are short and he is hostile towards 

wishes 1. He assumes staying in the world few   and saves himself from the world 

deceits 1. 
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Since he considers the world as a house of passage and the Hereafter as the 

survival place, he forsakes the world and takes provision from the world for the 

Hereafter. Therefore, death and leaving the world become easy for him 2.  

As he knows that the world is a position that is reduced by passing the time 

and death destroys it, he engages in it less 2. Since he understands the world’s 

mortality and the Hereafter eternity, he wishes to abandon the world and go to 

the Hereafter. In order to achieve this desire, he tries to obtain the required 

insurance for death and going to the Hereafter readiness 2. 

This world for death contemplator is like a snake - so soft to touch yet so 

lethal in its bite. Therefore, he tries to avoid those things of this place which 

please him or allure him because this world will be with him for a very short time 

and will be of very little use to him. He does not keep his mind fully engrossed in 

mundane affairs because he knows for certain that he will shortly leave this world 
2.  

Death contemplator knows with certainty that there is no escape from death 

and he cannot achieve his desire and exceed his destined life. Therefore, he is 

humble in seeking and moderate in earning 2.And as he has seen the treachery of 

the world towards the predecessors who had the greatest love to the world, he is 

oblivious to the world 1. 

Death contemplator knows that the disburdened arrive home sooner; tries 

to be light-hearted and welcome death light-heartedly and enter Hereafter valley 
2. In other words, he turns to the contentment, because he considers the 

contentment as an eternal and never-ending wealth 2. The contentment and 

satisfaction with the possessions keep the man away from the requirements and 

requesting the others and bring him to constant richness 6. 

The contentment is permanent satiety, and the best satiety and the world 

mortal, so the survival can be reached through contenting the world 2. 

Imam Ali (AS) interpreting Ayah 97 of Surah Nahl considers "Taeebah life" as 

the contentment 2. 

The contentment means being contented with sustenance (livelihood). This 

means that the death contemplator man with regard to the transience of the 

world, Hereafter survival, and proximity to death, takes the world and the world 

sustenance easy, and does not do everything to grab the sustenance. He is not 

endowed with greed and does not suicide because of fear of poverty! 

Death contemplator believes in two kinds of sustenance. The sustenance 

that is sought by the human and the sustenance that follows the human. If the 

man does follow the sustenance, the sustenance will come unto him! Therefore, 

he does not spend the efforts of one year to achieve the sustenance of one day, 

because he knows if there is a year of his life, God has provided for him the 

sustenance of the days during the year. He also knows that nobody can overtake 

him for the sustenance that is his share, and no one can ever grasp his 

sustenance. His destined sustenance also will not delay 2. 
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From Imam Ali’s (AS) point of view there are two kinds of sustenance, Talib 

(desirous) and Matlub (desire). So everyone who wants the world, death will want 

him and will take him outside the world, and everyone who wants the everlasting 

life, the world comes to him and will provide his sustenance completely 2. 

Therefore, the death contemplator tries just as he needs and will refrain 

from collecting wealth for posterity (ibid, Will 31) because he knows that those 

who are heirs to his wealth after his death are endowed with God worship. In this 

case they reach prosperity for the price of his cruelty (in gathering of wealth). Or 

they are endowed with God disobedience. In this case they have endowed with 

cruelty by his wealth, and the wealth collector has assisted them in their cruel 

deeds. It is clear that neither of these two categories is worthy that the man 

prefers them to himself 2. He knows that he has two partners for his wealth, heir 

and events 2. 

He knows that the biggest regret in the hereafter is the one’s regretting who 

has gained wealth from the path except the path of obedience to God, and his 

heirs enter the heaven through denoting his wealth to charity but the person, 

himself enters the hell! 2. He also knows that denoting a Dinar to charity in the life 

is more valuable than freeing slaves after death and giving one Dinar alms in the 

life is better than a hundred Dirhams charity after death 9. 

The world in perspective of a death contemplator man as Ali (AS) looks more 

inferior than a pig bone in the hand of a leper 2. 

People associated with the world are in two categories. One group is 

unaware of the Hereafter because of the world and all their efforts are for the 

world. While they are (unduly) sure about their fate, they worry about the future 

of their children (and collect money for them). The other group in contrast, 

practices in the world for the Hereafter. This group gains the worldly share 

without acting for the world and eventually receives both interests (worldly 

interest and otherworldly interest) and is the owner of two houses (the world and 

the Hereafter). This group decently comes to God and will not ask God anything 

unless God meets it 2. 

Death contemplator is not endowed with greed, because he knows that the 

greed brings human to water, and returns him without letting him drink! It makes 

guaranty but does not remain loyal to the guarantee. How many drinkers who 

were suffocated before being watered. The more esteemed is the matter in which 

the human is interested, the higher will be the grief of not getting and achieving 

it. Wishes make eyes blind and destined interest (sustenance) comes to one who 

does not follow it 2.It is likely that the man hopes something that does not 

achieve it, builds a house that does not dwell on it; he is the collector of the 

assets that will soon leave it out... 2. 

He believes that the largest freedom from wants is despairing of what is in 

the hand of people 2. 

Therefore, he is satisfied with the sustenance that God gives him and does 

not feel gloomy for what he loses, and he is happy for the limited interest in the 

world 2. 
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Imam Ali (AS) believes in the arrival of the sustenance from the Lord so that 

as he is asked: 

If someone is imprisoned in his house, and the door of his house is closed, 

from where his sustenance will arrive? He responds: From the same place that his 

death will come! 2. 

Imam believes that priorities in life should be on protecting life and 

practicing for the Hereafter, and not observing the sustenance, because if life 

passes, there is no hope for its return, while if the sustenance goes, there is hope 

for its return! 2. 

 

3. Following the provisions of Hereafter 

Imam Ali (AS) when contemplates death and death proximity and after 

death world, remembers little provision for the Hereafter, path length of 

hereafter, the trip distance and entrance hardness : 

Oh the little provisions (worship) and a long way and distance of trip 

(Hereafter) and entrance hardness (Grave and Limbo and Resurrection) 1, 2! Death 

contemplator attempts to settle his hereafter, and in this way he does not worry 

about his world affairs because he knows that everyone who organizes his 

Hereafter affairs, God will settle his world affairs2!  

Since death contemplator considers the death serious and proximate, he is 

almost ready and prepared to die and makes himself ready. As he considers the 

main fortune and misfortune in hereafter, he is trying to take the best provision, 

a provision that is good for the Hereafter 1, 2. 

 

4. Asceticism  

In Imam Ali’s (AS) point of view death contemplator is endowed with 

asceticism towards the world and desirous toward the Hereafter. Consequently, 

he considers the earth as the carpet, the soil as the bed, and the water as fresh 

juice, the Quran as a shirt (ornaments and make up of heart) and pray and 

request as garment (to prevent incidents and accidents) 2. 

He keeps aloof from the world and is careful not to be faced with death 

while he is far away from the Lord seeks the world, so that the result is cruelty 1. 

 

5. Piety  

One of the most important effects of death contemplation from Imam Ali’s 

(AS) point of view is piety . 

When he returned from Safin and arrived cemetery of Kufa, he said: 

Residents of scary homes, and lonely places without water and plants, and 

dark graves, O inhabitants of the soil, O’thou expatriates, O alones, O horribles, 

you are our forerunners that have gone forward, and we follow you and come to 

you. However, they take over the houses, married women, and distributed the 

assets. This is the news around us, what is the news around you ? 
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Then he looked towards his companions and said: If they were allowed and 

commanded to speak, they have reported to you that the best provision is piety 

and righteousness 2. 

 The remarkable thing in this statement is that Imam (AS) expresses "The 

best provision as virtue" not as an alive human says rather he quotes from those 

who have experienced the death thoroughly, and have met the unreliability of 

mortal world and the unmatched truth of the after death world completely.And 

another important point is the awareness of Imam (AS) about the after death 

world and dead people situation, despite he lives in this world and has not yet 

experienced the death! It also indicates the utmost death believing and death 

contemplation of Imam Ali (AS)! 

Imam (AS) believes that piety is the shelter of death and virtuous man does 

not fear death, and by virtue the man can keep aloof from the interests of the 

world 2.The virtue today (in this world) is the shield and shelter and the Day of 

Judgment is the way to heaven 2.The virtue keeps human away from committing 

Haram (unlawful), puts fear into his heart, so that he stays up nights and days, 

thirsty,  feels death near, and hastens to good deeds, denies wishes and 

considers the life coming to the end 2. 

By these terms, the point comes to mind that then the death contemplator 

pious man is deprived of worldly blessings and gifts and just enjoys the heavenly 

pleasures that are on credit and promise and it is not clear whether the man 

achieves them! 

Imam Ali (AS), who has taken this point into considerations, says : 

Pious humans enjoy both Ajil of the world (immediate blessings of the 

world) and Ajil of the Hereaftere (promised blessings of the Hereafter). They join 

hands the world with worldly-minded people, while worldly-minded people are 

not associated with them in their Hereafter! 

They have enjoyed residences of the world the most and have eaten the 

best food in the world . 

They regaled themselves with the joys, the facilities and the bliss of this 

world as much as the tyrant and vicious people desired to enjoy . 

Yet while leaving this world they carried with them all that would be of use 

to them in the next world. While living in this world they enjoyed the happiness of 

relinquishing its evil ways . 

They made themselves sure that in the life to come they will be recipient of 

His Grace and Blessings, their requests will not be turned down and the favors 

destined for them in Paradise will not be lessened or reduced . 

O creature of Allah! Fear the inevitable and unavoidable death which is so 

near to everybody. Be prepared to meet it.The good with which there is no evil or 

evil with which there is no good2. 

 

6. Death demand or dying before dying ! 
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Death contemplators are so eager for heavenly reward and fear punishment 

in the Hereafter that if there was not the life time which Allah has ordained for 

them, their spirits would not stay in their bodies even a jiffy! 2 

Death contemplator hear his death cry before his death calls him and death 

comes to him , and he is ready to meet his Lord before his soul comes out ahead 

of him 1. 

The following words of Imam Ali (AS) clearly illustrate the issue: 

Is there any woke up before his death comes1!?  

Is there any sober who wakes up from negligence sleep before the end of 

his time1?!  

Is there any ready person to meet his Lord before his soul comes out ahead 

of him1?!  

Hasten death and its hardness and prepare yourselves for death before its 

arrival and get ready before death comes upon you 1. 

Hasten and overtake your death by your good deeds. You will reach what 

you have sent before and you will be rewarded for what (of deeds) you have 

given priority, and you will be asked for what you've left 1. 

Overtake your wishes and outstrip death incursion, because it is closely that 

human aspirations links be cut and death eliminates them 1. 

 

7. Avoidance of negligence! 

An important feature of death contemplator is his constant vigilance. Death 

contemplator is not heedless of death and sudden arrival of death. It is clear that 

a person who is not unaware of death, which means the end life and the 

beginning of conclusions, certainly cannot be unaware and oblivious of the rest of 

his life affairs, whose results are achieved on the death time. Therefore, death 

contemplator throughout his life has been in full consciousness. 

Death contemplator is alter of not being subjected to death while he 

divaricated his Lord and while he is in search of the world 1. 

Death contemplator is worried about acts of abuse, deception of dreams, 

loss of hopes and incursion of death 1. 

Death contemplator is a sober person who wakes up from negligence sleep 

before the end of his time (the coming of Death) 1. 

That’s why Imam believes that the most impressive advice is seeing the pits 

of dead people and taking lessons from the sequel of the parents 1. So, the most 

powerless people are those who feel safe of the timed circumstances and death 

incursion   and humbly refrain preparing for death 1. 

Death contemplator as turns to good deeds denies the dreams and waits for 

death and surpasses the hopes and fears sudden death 1. 

In other words, one who abandons preparing for death and seizing 

opportunities, has ignored influx of death (ibid, 4501), but the prudent and death 

contemplator man perceives opportunities in life and he is not unaware of the 

death incursion 1. 
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He remembers death and after death events that come to him suddenly a 

lot. In this way he will always be ready to face death and it will not catch him 

unawares 2. 

So death contemplator should fear Allah, should admonish himself, should 

send forward his repentance and should overpower his desire, because his death 

is hidden from him, his desires deceive him and Satan is posted on him and he 

beautifies for him sin so that he may commit it and prompts him to delay 

repentance till his desires make him the most negligent. Until his death on the 

most neglected time attacks him. In this situation his life is the proof on him 2. 

 

8. Self-regard and self-respect  

Imam Ali’s quotation (AS) in his will to his son, Imam Hasan (AS), indicates 

this fact very well : 

Now (you should know that) what I have learned from the turning away of 

this world from me, the onslaught of time over me and the advancing of the next 

world towards me is enough to prevent me from remembering anyone except 

my soul and from thinking beyond myself. But when I confined myself to my own 

worries, leaving aside the worries of others, my intelligence saved me and 

protected me from my own desires. It clarified to me my affairs and led me to 

seriousness wherein there was no trickery and truth which was not tarnished by 

falsehood 2. 

Accordingly, he insists on the dignity and self-respect. This means that a 

person, who contemplates death and the end of this world transitory life, finds 

nothing and no one to be more important than him. He also finds nobody’s 

benefits more important than his benefits: 

So, do not bring down your self-respect, do not be mean and submissive 

and do not subjugate yourself through these vile and base traits though they may 

appear to make it possible for you to secure your hearts desires because nothing 

in this world can compensate for the loss of self-respect, nobility and honor. Be 

warned that you do not make yourself a slave of anybody. Allah has created you a 

freeman. Do not sell away your freedom in return of anything. There is no actual 

gain and real value in benefits that you derive by selling your honor and self-

respect or by subjugating yourself to disgrace and insults as there is no real good 

in wealth and power that you acquire by foul means . 

Beware, my son, that avarice and greed may not drive you towards 

destruction and damnation. If you can succeed in having nobody as your 

benefactor but Allah, then try your best to achieve this nobility because He will 

grant you your share whether you try to taunt your donors, patrons and 

benefactors or not 2. 

And in other beautiful words Imam Ali (AS) says that: 

 Death is more pleasant than living inferiorly 1. 

 Death, and not corruption and scandal 1. 

 Little and not wretchedness 1. 
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9. Lessons learning 

Imam Ali (AS) considers death and its difficulties and resurrection and its 

circumstances as preaches and advice for those who are endowed with law and 

religion. He also considers them as a source of edification for people who are 

unaware of the law and religion. This means that establishing a foundation and 

then ordering to destroy the foundation with no reason, is contrary to reason and 

wisdom. So God, who has created man and then has destined him for the death, 

surely had a goal for the creation of man. As that goal is met, death comes to the 

man. The goal is evolving human soul by the evolvements that are obtained from 

those souls, that’s to say, the Science and Ethics (Makarem Akhlagh), then the 

transition from this world to the Hereafter, in which case the death will not be 

exorbitant. It will be preaches and advice for those who are endowed with law 

and religion, and a lesson for other people 6.It is, of course, clear that being 

preaching and discouraging lesson is meaningful for those who are death 

believers and death contemplators! 

  Advice of dead people is sufficient for you, those who were moved towards 

their graves on the shoulders while they did not ride and they were laid in their 

graves while they did not come down. Apparently they had never laid the 

foundation of the world and the Hereafter had always been their position. They 

went out of the world in which they live. They placed in the grave, where they 

turned it away. They were infected of the world they ceased. They ruined the 

Hereafter toward which they went to. They can neither return back from evil 

deeds, nor can they increase good deeds. They become fond of the world, and 

the world deceived them. They trusted the world, but it overthrew them.... 2. 

Death contemplator knows that the claws of death are pressed in him, the 

connection of hope and desires has been cut asunder, hard affairs have befallen 

him and his march is towards the place where everyone has to go, namely death. 

Hence, "with every person there is a driver and a witness" 10. The driver drives 

him towards resurrection while the witness furnishes evidence about his deeds. 

So he takes lesson from useful items of instruction and shining indications. He is 

cautioned by effective items of warning. He gets benefit from preaching and 

admonition. 

Imam (AS) recited Surah Takathor and said: .... Dead people deserve lesson 

learning more than being the cause of honor. Humility to see them is more wisely 

than making them means of priding and vaunting 2. 

Imam Ali (AS) in his will to his son, Imam Hassan (AS), considers studying and 

reflection on the predecessors’ history as lessons teaching: 

Though the span of my life is not as that of some other people who have 

passed away before me yet I took great care to study their lives, assiduously I 

went through their activities, I contemplated over their deliberations and deeds, I 

studied their remains, relics and ruins, I pondered over their lives so deeply that I 

felt as if I have lived and worked with them from early ages of history down to our 

times and I know what did them good and what brought harm to them 2. 
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10. Healing the death! 

One of the reasons some people consider talking about death and thinking 

about it as inadmissible, and they try to speak about death less is that they 

believe that death remembrance will cause bitterness, and takes attractiveness 

and the sweetness of life. Therefore, they believe that the memory of the death 

must be removed from the system of education, society and media to make the 

life easy and comfortable, without apprehension for people. 

From the perspective of these people, death aware people and death 

contemplators are seriously questioned whether the spread of death ideas 

dictate bitterness to people and change their life enjoy to pain and sorrows. 

In other words, what is your solution while speaking of death, the sweetness 

of human life also remains ? 

Answering the question the following points are mentioned: 

First point: Life is the only thing with which man cannot be satisfied and 

death is the only thing in which man does not find comfort. Besides life, whatever 

the man has makes him fed up and weary 2. 

Opponents of death contemplation consider this point as a reason for 

incorrectness of death contemplation. They say now that life and living is 

enjoyable and death equals to lack of comfort, is not it better we always speak 

about the life and its sweetness and forget about the death issue? 

We reply: Firstly, you are talking about death and death contemplation 

without you realizing it! This means rejecting the necessity of death 

contemplation needs to be death contemplator and think about dead ! 

Secondly: in what situation the human is not fed up with life and in what 

situation death is painful for him ? 

Does the one who is seeking God meeting, enjoys worldly life and death and 

remembering death torture him?! 

Thirdly: does denying the reality throw the reality from being real ?! 

If we do not think about death and do not speak of death, death will not 

come unto us and packs away from our lives? 

And if we forget about death, are not we intimidated that death may come 

to us suddenly and without being ready, and if the death brings suffering and 

sorrow, it may fall down the pain and sorrow on us suddenly !? 

Isn’t it better for us to think about the death, accept its fact and come to 

terms with it to alleviate its suffering and sorrow?! 

Ibn Meitham in terms of the above mentioned issues of Nahj’ol Balagha, 

states some points that must be reflected : 

Some of commentators (Sharehin) believe that death lack of comfort is for 

those who are endowed with wretchedness in the Hereafter. But the death for 

the saints and the righteous servants of God is the great comfort . 

The Prophet (PBUH) said there is no comfort to the believers except visiting 

God. 

Others believe that the lack of comfort (in this wisdom) is for the public 

(observing the appearance of the word) and it is in two aspects: 
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1. By death, the Hereafter business dies and the talent of perfection is 

taken from the human being, even if that person is God’s friend. Therefore, any 

human being would feel discomfort by the death. 

2. As the knowledge of the human beings souls is not indispensable 

(obvious) and as long as the souls are in bodies, they are uninformed of bliss and 

adversity after the death, the death is not easy for them. 

This statement is not incompatible with the words of the Prophet (PBUH) 

that said: there is no comfort to the believers except visiting God. 

But according to the first aspect: since by death, reaching the perfection is 

taken from the man, the death is not comfortable for him and if the death is easy 

for him it’s because of his former obedience. 

But according to the second aspect: as long as the man lives in the world, 

the death is not easy for him and it does not conflict with achieving comfort for 

him by meeting with Allah. As the time of Imam Hassan’s (AS) travelling to the 

Hereafter reached, his brother Hussain (AS) said to him: Why do you complain, 

although you know that the death take you to your father and grandfather (by 

dying)? 

He said: yes, there is no doubt in this issue, but (by dying) I pass the way that 

I've never gone before! (It is adapted with this Ayah of The Qur'an: And surely all 

of you are certainly bound to come back to us as we first created you10. 

 If Imam (AS) by this statement (there is no comfort in death) means that 

there is no comfort in death, itself, regardless of the circumstances of the 

Hereafter, the one who has said the meaning is that the lack of comfort while 

dying is for everybody, is true, because in death as it is the death is not easy for 

anybody.And if it means the lack of comfort in death and after the death, the 

truth is that this lack of comfort assigns to those who are endowed with 

wretchedness and not for everyone . 

Imam Ali (AS) ultimately considers knowing this point, which was mentioned 

above, as wisdom and the wisdom is the beneficial science 6.Second point: 

Fearing death is a conscious fear for the death contemplator! Not a fear derived 

from ignorance and lack of familiarity with death. While most people fear death 

because they are not familiar with it and they do not know at the time of the 

arrival of death what events will happen to them and then what fate awaited 

them. Sometimes due to being immersed in worldly desires and pleasures they 

are unaware of the death and no death is propounded for them to fear it or not! 

The knowledge and awareness of the death contemplator about death 

create a fear in him, and this fear makes him ready to face the death and the 

after death world. So, he makes a bright future for himself and changes the death 

fear into calm. 

Faith path is the lightest course and the brightest lamp. Guidance towards 

virtuous actions is sought through faith while guidance towards faith is achieved 

through virtuous actions. Knowledge is made to prosper through faith, and death 

is feared because of knowledge (because the knowledge of the Beginning and 
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Resurrection Day require reminder of death and recalling the death leads to 

death fear and good words and righteous deeds and this causes obtaining 

permanent bliss. In contrast, the ignorant is unaware of death hardships. 

Therefore, all his efforts have been spent in the world and will be deprived of 

eternal happiness).This world come to an end with death, while the next world is 

secured (by virtuous actions) in this world (Resurrection is the day when wealth 

and sons will not benefit anyone, unless someone who comes with a healthy 

heart from unbelief and sin. Heaven approaches righteous people and Inferno 

appears to misguided people). For people there is no escape from resurrection. 

They are heading for this last end in its appointed course 2. 

Third point: the death contemplator not only does not afraid of death, but 

also considers the death as the best blessings in some circumstances. 

Imam Ali (AS) as a death contemplator man who believes in God not only 

does not fear the death in God’s path, but also according to Ayah 169 of Surah Al-

Imran (Do not consider those who are killed in Allah's way as dead but they are 

alive and receive sustenance by their Lord side) considers death with dignity and 

honor as the real triumph and believes that living with meanness and 

wretchedness is the true death (Death is in your life if you have failed and life is in 

your death if you have triumphed) 6. 

Imam believes that being killed in the way of Allah is the most celebrated 

dying and he considers thousands of sword cuts easier than dying on the bed . 

This statement of Imam suggests the facilitation of murder and death, and 

the facilitation of fighting against the enemy. Respecting murdering in the path of 

God is because of the Jamil citation in this world and permanent reward in the 

Hereafter 6. 

At Siffein, when the companions thought of Imam Thought that he hesitates 

starting a fight with Shami people, he said: 

        But you asked whether I do much deliberation and hesitation because I 

fear death? I swear to God I do not afraid of death, or suddenly death finds me! 2. 

Fort point: Sometimes the subject for the death contemplator is even 

higher than this. This means that he not only does not fear death, but also due to 

the friendship and closeness he found to God, he asks God for death! 

By virtue, human achieves security from the torment of the Hereafter, and 

sometimes Faaza of the world, because the biggest fear in the world is death and 

what leads to death. But gnostic virtue people are divested from death Taghiah, 

but even death is their beloved, because it is a means to face (Ligha) sincerely 

their beloved, and Allah Almighty has mentioned this: 

O Jewish congregation, if you think that you love God truly and no other 

people, so beg for death if you are truthful 10. 

If the abode of the Hereafter with all the blessings of God is assigned to you 

without other people you should always be desirous to death if you are truthful 
10. 

That is why Imam Ali (AS) says: 
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I swear to god, son of Abu Talib is more familiar with death than the child is 

to his mother breast! 2. And this is clear, because Imam Ali (AS) is Seyed of Arifin 

after Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), and he is the head of the saints. The reason of 

his full of love and his intimate familiarity with death more than the child's love to 

his mother breast is that the child affection and fondness to mother's breast is 

natural and beastly and exposed to the deterioration, while Imam’s desire to 

meet his Lord is an intellectual and esoteric desire 6. 

This death acquaints and being eager to death shows his confidence in God, 

and his self confidence : 

Always remember death and remember what you are going to face after 

death and do not wish death unless by a firm promise 1. 

Fifth point: Imam Ali (AS) offers an interpretation of death based on which 

death can be accepted as a reality and it can be tackled and not be feared. In 

other words, we should be death contemplator as well as not harsh on ourselves 

life of the world and the world! 

The following statement of Imam Ali (AS) is rational and clear : 

Imam (AS) condoled a group of whom one had died, and enjoined them to 

be patient and (about the death) said: His death was neither the first one nor the 

last (to be harsh but all are equal in it) and this dear of you (in life) traveled a lot 

(and went away from you) so suppose that he has gone to one of his trips to 

come back towards you and if not (and will not), you go to him (therefore, 

depression for staying away from him is improper) 2. 

Sixth point: one of the factors why people fear death relates to his deep 

attachment to the world and the worldly attachments. This means that the man 

loves the world and worldly affairs on the one hand, and death is the factor of his 

separation and attachments break off form the world on the other hand. So, if a 

man thinks about death and becomes a death contemplator does not suffer from 

panic and anxiety, and giving up the enjoyments of the world and the pleasures 

of the world, for always, does not make him fearful and sad.... 

Opponents of the death contemplation consider the solution to this 

problem and overcoming the anxiety and fear as forgetting thoughts of death 

and living turning away from the idea of death. In contrast, they consider the 

death contemplators as those who take the peace and comfort from their life. 

Rumi (Molavi) stated the same point in the opposition of the opponents of 

the death contemplation and the death contemplator prophets clearly. He stated 

that the opponents know divine prophets as the agents of spreading 

contemplation of death as well as anxiety and insecurity 11. 

But death contemplators while accepting death as a fact consider the 

solution not to deny this reality, but also to reduce the dependency and 

attachments to the world and taking worldly affairs easy, and keeping away from 

greed and in other words turning to the content. 

Seventh point: Leaving improper actions, of course, for the believers of the 

Hereafter and those who believe in the reward and punishment system can be a 

factor of not being scared of the death and being death contemplator. 
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According to Rumi's words, divine prophets against opponents of the death 

contemplation who consider death contemplation as a source of life bitterness, 

did not consider death and thinking to it a bad idea per se, but they think its 

badness and goodness depends on the position of man in the world. They 

believe that evil people are worried about the death and the world after the 

death, but virtue people are not concerned with death, because death is the 

gateway of their entrance to the Paradise and eternal Naeem of God 3. 

Eighth point: one of the factors of fearing death is its being unusual. Imam 

Ali (AS) by contemplating and analyzing death, comes to the conclusion that 

death is not only commonplace but also is current and flowing across the 

mankind life. Also, death is not for individuals or special groups of people, but as 

it was for the predecessors, it is for the present and it will be for the future 

people, and as poor people taste death, wealthy are not immune from it. 

So death is not something strange and unusual. It is also a known thing that 

people face it daily, and the death has embraced all moments of the man life. 

Humans experience death by every moment they live. Life and achievement do 

not occur unless death and loss do occur. 
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